
Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?' 
The voice goes on to add: 'I am Jesus'. 

the Apostle Paul. Paul (Saul) was a rabbi,
Pharisee, and rising star in the Jewish
community who hated Christians and
vowed to exterminate them. He would 
accomplish this by hauling whole families
away at night for beatings, stoning, arrests,
and executions—a campaign of terror.

Merciful Father, we ask your blessing on all we do 
to build a culture of life. Hear our prayers for those
impacted by the death penalty.

We pray for all people, that their lives and dignity 
as children of a loving God may be respected and 
protected in all stages and circumstances.

We pray for victims of violence and their families,
that they may experience our love and support and
find comfort in your compassion and in the promise 
of eternal life.

We pray for those on death row, that their lives may
be spared, that the innocent may be freed and that 
the guilty may come to acknowledge their faults 
and seek reconciliation with you.

We pray for the families of those who are facing 
execution, that they may be comforted by your love
and compassion.

We pray for civic leaders, that they may commit 
themselves to respecting every human life and 
ending the use of the death penalty in our land.

Compassionate Father, give us wisdom and hearts
filled with your love. Guide us as we work to end 
the use of the death penalty and to build a society
that truly “chooses life” in all situations.

We ask this Father through your Son Jesus Christ 
who lives and reigns with the Holy Spirit, one God
forever and ever.  

Amen
http://www.usccb.org/deathpenalty/
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Opening Prayer
God our Father, you taught the gospel to all the world through the preaching of Paul

your Apostle, may we who celebrate his conversion to the faith follow him in bearing

witness to your truth. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

Day 1 - An end to the use of the Death Penalty; Lk.22:47-53-For God’ chosen leaders in need of 

forgiveness and healing.

Day 2 - Sacramental preparations;Jas.5:14-16-For the imprisoned, in need of clerical disposition.

Day 3 - Restoration of Political influences; Is.26:19- May the word of the Lord proclaim his 

Resurrection within all of humanity.

Day 4 - Unity of Christians; Phil.2:1-4-In coming together, may we stand for Life.

Day 5 - Lost and fallen away; Hb.10:19-25-For hope and revitalization of the Spirit, through the 

Son, in the Father.

Day 6 - For the wrongly convicted; 1Cor.6:9-10-For all illegalities of the Criminal Justice System.

Day 7 - For family members; Mt.1:1-17-For the support and the challenges undertaken by all 

affected families.

Day 8 - Afflicitions of the imprisoned; Acts 16:22-24-For mental/emotional anguishes, tortures, 

lock-down aloneness and all other inhuman treatments.

Day 9 - For the executed; Mt.13:16-17-For the last breath found in repentance.

Closing Prayer
Lord may your spirit who helped Paul the Apostle to preach your power and glory fill

us with the light of faith. We ask this in the name of Jesus our Lord.  Amen.

I know whom I have believed. I am sure that he, the just judge, will guard my pledge until the day of

judgment. cf.2 Tm.1:12;4;8

Novena: To St. Paul 


